
FOR BOOKING INFO: 503.489.8392BOOKING@THEDIRTYWORDS.COM

Scott Page
Bass

David Clemmer
Vocals,Guitar

Aaron Poplin
Guitar

Mike Chastain
Drums

The Dirty Words' stage presence is a 
dichotomy of tightly rehearsed arrangements 
and visceral chaos. 

While maintaining the tenacity needed for 
palatable rock music, the band's more upbeat 
songs are often able to exude the raw, 
athletic, and unhinged energy normally 
reserved for hardcore, punk, and metal acts. 
The slower songs receive a tamer treatment, 
but still retain the ability to completely 
engage. 

With a repertoire of over twenty-five origi-
nal compositions, The Dirty Words can play 
until they destroy every instrument in their 
possession, collapse on stage, or run out of 
material--whichever comes first.

ABOUT
The Dirty Words formed in 2004 when 
longtime musical partners David Clemmer 
and Joel Shupack met Mike Chastain through 
a community theater. When Joel left to 
pursue worldly ambitions, Clemmer and 
Chastain discovered bassist Scott Page, and it 
was then that the core of the band was estab-
lished.

Employing the musical landscapes of Radio-
head and Soul Coughing, the sarcastic feroc-
ity of Modest Mouse, the heartfelt reflections 
of Neutral Milk Hotel, all wrapped up in a 
relentless barrage of harsh noises, The Dirty 
Words combine into a musical mail-bomb 
that you open on Christmas.

After a brief stint with a duo of saxophone 
players and an even shorter session with 
another guitarist, The Dirty Words picked up 
hardcore/metal guitarist Aaron Poplin after 
just one practice, returning him to his indie 
rock roots.

Over the years the band has tightened and 
evolved into a vehicle for a wide variety of 
concise but ornate, well-written songs, 
underscored by powerful, energetic arrange-
ments that are products of full collaboration 
from each of the four members. While Clem-
mer is the chief songwriter and arranger, he 
brings the skeletal structure on which 
Chastain, Page, and Poplin supply the muscle, 
blood, and soul.
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About the Band

“Live, the Dirty Words are true to their name, unleashing gritty rockers often at jet engine volume and speed 
while blending punk tendencies with the highly emotive lyrical style of front man David Clemmer.”

Mike Bookey, The Source Weekly

“In a world crowded with fey pop groups and aggro metal bands, The Dirty Words find a middle ground where 
the guitars crunch and ring like a more-honest/less-ironic Modest Mouse, and frontman David Clemmer sings 
with his heart splashed across both sleeves.”

Ben Salmon – GO Magazine

About “The International Machine”

“What I like about this album from Central Oregon wildmen The Dirty Words is that it doesn't give you time 
to react---it's opening track snaps open so hard that it startles the listener.  And in that crack, that smidgeon of 
time that you are gasping, wondering, "What do I think of this music?"...they have you.  This band bypasses 
your conscious subjective thought and goes straight into your squishies...This band is naked as the day they 
were born, and they are not apologizing or catering to anyone's fancy.  This is the kernel of greatness.”

Prarie Carrie - RateYourMusic.com

"Bend's [The] Dirty Words aren't late bloomers so much as bloomers who favor a self-designated pace. In their 
half decade since the quartet's inception, it has released but one album and only recently ventured outside its 
isolated hometown. This shouldn't be mistaken for indolence. since the release of 2008's <i>The International 
Machine</i>, The Dirty Words have only tightened their musical synthesis of Nick Cave, Modest Mouse and 
just a wee bit of math rock. Frontman David Clemmer's lyrics exemplify the throaty wit at the quartet's core, 
and The Dirty Words' next album should be fantastic...if they'd just get around to recording it."

-Shane Danaher, Willamette Week, 1-5-2011
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SHOWS McMenamins Old St. Francis School
Domino Room / Midtown Ballroom
Roots Music Festival
The Downtown Sound Music Festival
The Summit Saloon and Stage
Silver Moon Brewing
Tulen Center
Poethouse
Northside Pub
The Annex
The Riverhouse
92.7 In Studio
Victorian Cafe
Ash Street Saloon
Hawthorne Theatre
Mt. Tabor Lounge
Slim's Lounge
Twilight Cafe and Bar
Plan B
Mississippi Pizza
Highway Twenty Roadhouse
122 Winslow Bar
Century Center (Root's Fest '10 Bend)
Boondocks

Venues we’ve played at:

Vetiver
Larry and his Flask
AM Interstate
Afantomlym
Leaving The Scene
BlackFlowers Black Sun
Hillstomp
The Extorted
Merge
Mr. Potato
The Extorted 
Empty Space Orchestra
Space Hoax
The Mostest

Person People
Mosley Wotta
Sandman The Rappin Cowboy
Relative
Necktie Killer
The Autonomics,
Tall As Rasputin
Chloraform
The Cryptics
The Neverdowells
Old North 
Pocket Panda
Stone The Murder
Slow Trucks
Volifonix

We’ve shared the stage with:
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